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retreat with great skill and the document as corrected by me   CHAP*
would be valuable if it could be found".1
The document has been found by the present writer, and
proves indeed to be of deep interest in several ways. Dilke's
marginal emendations make few verbal changes, but he adds one
telling little paragraph to strengthen an argument on the housing
question. In a letter at the moment, he says about the potential
manifesto (February 7):
I have made no changes of substance and I agree and propose you
should at once copy and send it, if the matter is not raised here to-day,
and read it or circulate it if it is raised. I've made a few verbal changes
and one suggestion of an addition.
On the same date the letter was dispatched to the Premier.
As an unflinching restatement, though in scrupulously moderate
words, of the whole Radical programme which we already know,
it is far too long to be given in full here, but some passages upon
coming democratic conditions well represent the spirit of the
whole:
CHAMBEBLAIN TO GLADSTONE
... Popular government is inconsistent with the reticence which official
etiquette formerly imposed on speakers and which was easily borne as
long as the electorate was a comparatively small and privileged class,
and the necessity of consulting it at meetings infrequent and limited.
Now the platform has become one of the most powerful and indispens-
able instruments of Government, and any ministry which neglected the
opportunities offered by it would speedily lose the confidence of the
people.... Reform is not an end in itself but only the means to an end----
Starting with the proposition that the obligations as well as the rights
of property must be strictly enforced, I argued that the community as a
whole owed to its poorer members something more in the way of social
legislation, than it had already conceded in the Poor Law and the
Education Act. I urged that the incidence of taxation still bore unequally
on the working-classes and that the burthen should be in proportion to
the means of the taxpayer. I also argued in favor of some practical
attempt to multiply small owners and tenants. . . .
I will only say in conclusion that I believe the greater part of the
1 Dilke's Life, vol. ii. p. 106.